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MISSING CAT RECOVERY TIPS 
Indoor Only Cats: 

 92% of indoor only cats (84% of outdoor access cats) are found within a 5-home radius of where 

they went missing, they often find the first hiding place they can and hunker down in silence. 

 Immediate search should be in the vicinity of the home and yard if applicable, then broaden. 

 Check under cars, decks and gardening supplies/equipment, etc. and since cats can fit into the 

smallest of spaces- leave no stone unturned! 

Outdoor Access Cats: 

 Outdoor access cats will have a larger territory thus the area you canvas should start out larger. 

 84% of outdoor access cats are found within a 5-home radius of where they went missing! 

 Outdoor access cats that are pushed out of their normal territory will often exhibit similar 

behaviors of displaced cats and seek immediate hiding places. 

 Humane traps are effective and should be placed where they can be monitored via sight or 

wildlife camera and access them quickly. 

General Tips: 

 Hanging neon LOST CAT posters at highly trafficked areas is one of the best ways to get the word 

out to your neighborhood. 

o Visit sthuberts.org/pethelpline for a guide on effective LOST CAT posters. 

 Cats without a collar on are often perceived to be stray, feral or abandoned as opposed to lost 

and are likely to be taken in by a Good Samaritan. 

o Going door to door, to speak with neighbors and hand deliver flyers will give you the 

best chance at reaching those Good Samaritans! 

 While going door to door, ask residents if they would be willing to let you look under their 

deck/around their yard and garage. 

 Displaced cats likely will not come when called so do not assume your cat is not within the area 

solely because he did not respond. 

 The use of a flashlight to search (even in daytime) will illuminate the reflective shine of your cats 

eyes, enabling you to find him in places your eyes may not have been able to otherwise. 

 Shy, skittish or displaced cats in general often exhibit behaviors most people think to be that of 

a feral cat so be sure to talk with your neighbors and local authorities regularly. 

 Check with shelters frequently, visiting as often as you can in case your cat has been brought in.  

 If you have a garage consider leaving it open slightly so that your cat may find his way in. 

 Do not rely on just one recovery method when searching for your pet, utilizing multiple methods 

will give you the best chance at being reunited with your lost cat. 

 For additional tips and assistance please call the St. Hubert’s Pet Helpline at 973 377 2253 or 

visit sthuberts.org/pethelpline. 


