
HUMANE  

YARD 

DETERRENTS 

FOR OUTDOOR 

CATS 

Caring for outdoor cats goes beyond just providing 
them with food, water and shelter. Ensuring they 
are able to safely share the outside with neighbors is 
part of your duty as a caretaker for outside cats. In 
order to prevent conflict and to ease concerns, at-
tempt to understand the core issue of their com-
plaint/concern and please review the below tips so 
you can use them as a guide.  

 Ensure all of your outdoor cats are spayed or
neutered as this will decrease likelihood of
spraying, fighting and yowling.

 Set and stick to a regular feeding schedule, en-
suring your cats are well fed will be a proactive
step to preventing them from scavenging in
neighbors trash cans.

 To prevent cats from stepping on cars and us-
ing them to sleep on/under, ensure they have
high places to perch outside if able to or consid-
er car covers.

 In order to encourage cats to sleep in your yard
and not in neighbors properties, ensure you
have proper shelter and feeding stations that
provide safety and security.

 If you notice cats in your neighbors yards, offer
helpful and humane deterrents such as natural
spray repellents and inexpensive lattice. More
options for humane deterrence are provided
herein.

Ways to ensure outdoor cats are not 
becoming a nuisance to your 

neighbors 

St. Hubert’s Welfare Center 

Facebook.com/StHubertsAnimalWelfare 

Madison Shelter 

575 Woodland Ave 

Madison, NJ 07940 

(973) 377-2295

North Branch Shelter 

3201 Rt. 22 East 

North Branch, NJ 08876 

(908) 526-3330

St. Hubert's Animal Welfare Center is a 
nonprofit organization. 

For more information please visit: 

Sthuberts.org 

Some information modified from Neighborhood Cats TNR Handbook 2nd Edition  



Motion-activated Sprinklers 

 Motion-activated sprinklers work as 
an excellent deterrent as they are 
safe for all wildlife as well as adjust-
able so outdoor cats and other wild-
life will be unable to predict pat-
terns. 

 These deterrents are best used dur-
ing the spring/summer so that 
wildlife being accustomed to the 
deterrent in your yard by colder 
months when hose hookups are 
more difficult to maintain. 

 Specialized sprinklers include The 
Scarecrow by Contech,  the Spray 
Away and Spray Away Elite by 
Havahart. 

 Most home improvement stores sell 
timed and motion-activated sprin-
klers in store and online. 
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To help St. Hubert’s, please consider shopping 
through AmazonSmile, please use the following link: 

http://smile.amazon.com 
and select  St. Hubert's 
Giralda, Inc. 

Ultrasonic Devices 

 Similar to a motion-activated sprinkler, these 
devices emit a high frequency sound audible 
to animals but not humans 

 These can be mounted on garages or fence 
posts to create a barrier an animal will not 
want to cross 

 Popular devices include CatStop by Contech 
and Yard Guard Ultrasonic Animal Repeller 
by Bird-X. 

Natural Scent Repellents 

 As cats are very scent oriented, natural 
scents that they are not fond of can be a very 
effective and safe repellent 

 The plant Coleus Canina, commonly re-
ferred to as “Scaredy-Cat” or “Pee-off” plant 
emits an odor offensive to cats but not to 
humans and Critter Ridder Animal Repellent 
by Havahart are additional natural products 
that can be used near and in gardens  

 Scents such as citrus in the form of some 
fruit rinds (grapefruit, lemon, etc) or natural 
oils (such as lemon grass, peppermint, mus-
tard and eucalyptus) can be placed or 
sprayed (mix 1pt oil to 3pts water in a spray 
bottle) in gardens and around perimeters. 
These need to be applied frequently until a 
pattern of avoidance is in place. 

 Small lattice and fencing can be used to keep 
cats out of specific areas such as gardens and 
underneath decks and steps. 

This guide was created to raise aware-
ness for caretakers of outdoor cats and 
non-caretakers of the humane methods 
of keeping outdoor cats off of proper-
ties. If you are having difficulties man-
aging your own outdoor cats or com-

munity cats please call us! 

Contech CRO101 Scare-
crow Motion Activated 
Sprinkler 

 

Retails for: $80 

Havahart 5266 Spray Away 
Motion Activated Sprinkler 
Animal Repellent 2.0 

Retails for: $65 

Contech CatStop Ultrason-
ic Outdoor Cat Deterrent 

 

Retails for: $50 

Bird-X YG Yard Gard 
Ultrasonic Animal 
Repeller 

Retails for: $35 


